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Revision of PAS 79 publishes to help reduce fire risk and
improve the safety of non-domestic buildings and housing
premises

BSI, in its role as the UK National Standards Body, has published PAS 79, Fire Risk
Assessment. Guidance and a recommended methodology. The newly revised standard aims
to help reduce fire risk and improve the safety of non-domestic buildings and housing
premises. It publishes in two parts:

PAS 79-1, Fire risk assessment — Part 1: Premises other than housing — Code of
practice

PAS 79-1 gives recommendations and corresponding examples of documentation for
undertaking, and recording the significant findings of, fire risk assessments in non-domestic
premises and parts of non-domestic premises for which fire risk assessments are required by
legislation.

It is applicable to peer-to-peer rented accommodation to the extent that such
accommodation falls within the scope of the relevant fire safety legislation and to premises
used solely for short-term letting of flats (with letting periods ranging from one day to six
months).

PAS 79-2, Fire risk assessment — Part 2: Housing — Code of practice
PAS 79-2 gives recommendations and corresponding examples of documentation for

undertaking, and recording the significant findings of, fire risk assessments in housing
premises and parts of housing premises for which fire risk assessments are required by
legislation. Recommendations are also provided for fire risk assessments that are outside the
scope of fire safety legislation but are designed to protect residents of blocks of flats,
sheltered housing and extra care housing in the event of a fire in their own flat.

BSI brought together a wide range of experts in fire safety, fire risk assessment and the
housing sector to reach consensus on the guidance and recommendations.

It is intended to be used by those who carry out fire risk assessments as a voluntary code of
practice. It should not be quoted as if it were a specification.

The standard is available for download here: PAS 79-1 and PAS 79-2
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Notes to the editor:

1Steering group members

CBRE PMFM UK; Fire Industry Association; Institution of Fire Engineers; Lend Lease; Metro
Safety Ltd; National Fire Chiefs Council; National Residential Landlords Association; National
Security Inspectorate; National Social Housing Fire Safety Group; NHS England/NHS
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Improvements; Savills; Scottish Fire and Rescue Service; University College London; and BSI
Consumer and Public Interest Network.

Publicly Available Specification (PAS) standards
PAS standards are characterized by their development process, which includes:
e Sponsorship by private companies, industry, government and trade associations
e Oversight by a steering group of experts constituted specifically for the purpose, and
chaired by a BSI staff member independent of any external interest
e Active public consultation, usually of shorter duration than for a British Standard, and
targeted in particular at a selected review panel identified as having expertise and a
close interest in the subject matter
Find out more about PAS standards here: https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/our-
services/developing-new-standards/Develop-a-PAS/what-is-a-pas/

About BSI

BSI is the business improvement company that enables organizations to turn standards of
best practice into habits of excellence. For over a century BSI has championed what good
looks like and driven best practice in organizations around the world. Working with 84,000
clients across 195 countries, it is a truly international business with skills and experience
across a number of sectors including aerospace, automotive, built environment, food, and
healthcare. Through its expertise in Standards Development and Knowledge Solutions,
Assurance, Regulatory Services and Consulting Services, BSI improves business performance
to help clients grow sustainably, manage risk and ultimately be more resilient and trusted.

To learn more, please visit: www.bsigroup.com.
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